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Mificulties concerning the grain situation which existed in October 1952f
were not overcome in hovember. It was pilanmed to import by 30 November
260,000 metric tons of bread and fodder grain from the USSR, As of mid=
Hovember, hewever, only 100,000 metric tons hnd been realized; 140,000
wong were to be delivered during the second half of November. Large
quantities of grain are con the way., It will be impossible to fulfill
the plan to store 700,000 tons of grain in the state reserves by the

end of 1952 ,because necessary storape gpace is not availabie.
Procurement {irfassung) of grain from the home merket came to a stand-
5till in mid-Moverber 1952, Drastic measures taken to fulfill the

plan quota were of no avail; in recent ten day reporting periocds only
small quantities heve been procured. As of the end of November,
fulfillment arounted to 83 percent.

As 1s the case at the end of every yesr, large arounts of lives:ock

were procured in November 1952. The shortage of transportation space |
made it exbremely c¢ifficult, however, to deliver livastock to the {
abattoirs, Deliveries were not made according tc schedule and as a N
result did not correspond to the capacities of the various processing N
plants. Almost all larger abatioirs were forced to alter operating

plans in order to svoid losses., at the same time, large cuantities

of processed livestock were diverted from large-scale consumers to the

new People's olice units and tc other organizastaons.

The problem of potato supplies continues to be the rzs3t serious one

facing the Ministry for Trade and ‘*u*mly the c(;ozd{n;+1vg“1nistry{:ioordinier.mgsm" nTEeeE
«ium} and State Secrstariat for Procurenent and Purchase. Although

the Ministry for Agriculture and lorestry reported officially that the

potato harvesi was almost 100 percent complete by mid=November, checks

nede by securilty oifices revealed that large uantities of potatces

are still in the ground. Informed circles state tha’ in many Kreise

as much as 25 percent of the potato crop has =s vet wot been har-ested,
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